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H AND IN H AND IN COMFORT
Volu n t eer Spot ligh t :
" I t w as t h e best decision I ever m ade"

When I first heard about Gateway, my
first thought was to volunteer for
fundraising. When Covid-19 hit and
there was no in-person fundraising, I
decided to volunteer in resident care. It was
the best decision I ever made. I found it to
be a blessing to assist end of life residents
and their families with comfort and care. It
has been extremely
rewarding to me to have
the time and good health
to volunteer with such a
great organization. I have
heard family and friends
talk about their
experiences with comfort
care and I am joyful that
this is what I have chosen to do.
Linda Beeman

More Ways to Support Gateway Home:
Shop at smile.amazon.com and they?ll donate
0.5% of eligible purchases to your favorite
charitable organization? no fees, no extra cost.
Drop off your can and bottle returns into the
Gateway bins at Ben-Go's in Attica or Can-Can in
Alden. This has been a terrific way for you to
support Gateway Home.

Ou r Wish List
Laundry Soap, Dishwasher Detergent, Ginger
Ale, Juice Boxes, Applesauce, Fruit Cups,
Pudding, Disinfectant Wipes, Stamps,
Brother Printer Ink: LC30333PKS
Please consider ordering these items online and
having them sent directly to Gateway Home.

Fr om t h e Pr esiden t 's Desk
Great encouraging things have been and are
happening at the house at 91 Main Street, Attica, NY.
With so much love, care, and God?s amazing
blessings, we have had our first "graduate" and
possibly another resident graduating very shortly. As
you know, Gateway Home is for the terminally ill,
specifically those diagnosed as having three months or less
to live. When we visited other comfort care homes before
the vision of opening one in Attica, we were told that
occasionally residents move to a nursing home or even
return to their own homes. What a blessing to all here to
actually see this happen. The families and residents have
been so overwhelmed to see their loved one get better and
no longer qualify according to their doctors as terminally ill.
We, too, feel excited, encouraged, and extremely blessed to
know that we have been part of the new reality. Norm Kehl
is our very first graduate, as you can see him in the picture
at his graduation party here at the house. It was a
wonderful time. Norm even made some chocolate candy
treats for the party. Of course some had a surprise maple
sugar candy tucked inside. That was his signature gift to
everyone who visited. We miss Norm but are so happy that
he has become healthier and able to do some physical
therapy. Norm?s life has been extended because God still
has a plan for him here on earth. Several of us visit him
from time to time or call to keep in touch. It?s great to see
him smiling and open to what?s in store for his future.
No matter if we have a resident for hours, days, weeks, or
months, somehow they become part of our family here at
Gateway Home. We are very thankful for this incredible
opportunity to care for those who can?t care for themselves.
If you have any thoughts about being a part of this gift of
being a servant to those in need, please call us. We would
be happy to share all the different ways you can help.
God bless you.
Doug Domes, President, Board of Directors

Executive Director's Corner
As I was preparing to write this article, I decided to look back at what I wrote last spring, which
was our first newsletter after opening our doors for residents. In that newsletter I wrote about
how we had made the decision to go on ?pause? because of the Covid-19 pandemic. Well, at
least we are not on pause anymore and are open to care for two residents. Hopefully, the day is
not far away when we will be able to return to a way of life that is not being constantly
overshadowed by variants, crowd size limitations, curfews for bars and restaurants, and all of
the other undesired changes that the coronavirus has prompted.
In that article from last spring I mentioned that we had invested in a new donor program that would enhance our
ability to keep you "in the know" about what was happening at the home. Hopefully, you enjoy getting our email
blasts as much as Sue and I enjoy putting them together for you. I also wrote about our need to continue
fundraising and reaching out to the community for support. At this time last year, we knew that one of our larger
revenue streams, volunteering at the Darien Lake concerts, would not be
available to us because of the shutdowns caused by the pandemic. I do not
think any of us thought that a year later we would once again be lamenting
the loss of that revenue for the upcoming summer.
A year ago, I spoke of having 56 trained volunteer caregivers and how I
hoped that number would hit 100 by December 2020. We did not reach that
goal but are now up to 75. We are always looking for people to volunteer as
caregivers: you just need to be at least 18 and have the desire to learn. No
particular experience is needed, just the yearning to give back to the
community. Of course, there are other ways to help as well; we always need people to help at fundraisers, cook,
bake, do clean-up, and everything else it takes to make the home the wonderful place it is. Like the spring flowers,
Gateway Home continues to grow and blossom. We have much to be thankful for as we journey through another
year, most important of which is a caring and supportive community that is always there for us with their time,
talent, and treasure.

Ron Janiszewski, Executive Director

Even t s Calen der
Apr il
4/5-4/30 Hanging Basket Sale (5/5 pick up day)
M ay
5/23 Drive-Through Chicken BBQ 12-4 pm
(tickets sold online)
5/30 Memorial Day event in the works!
Watch for it.
Ju n e
Father 's Day online raffle
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Ou t door Im pr ovem en t s Ar e Com in g
Thanks to a grant that we were recently awarded from the East
Hill Foundation, we will soon be making improvements to the
outdoor spaces that we offer for use by our residents and their
loved ones. We are currently planning to replace our front porch
and to create a landscaped patio area behind the house.
The mental, physical, and spiritual benefits of time outdoors in
the fresh air are well known. By making these areas into
comfortable, inviting, and accessible spaces, we hope to
improve our residents' quality of life during their stay with us.
We are very grateful for the funding that has made this project
possible.

Pr eser vin g Fam ily Her it age
It?s easy to look at pictures now
and recognize who everyone is
and what is happening, but
years down the road, it may not
be as crystal clear. Take the
time to write dates, names,
locations, and descriptions on
your pictures. Start doing this
now so your children and
grandchildren will have them,
and work with your parents or
grandparents to label pictures
from their past as best you can
to preserve a little bit of history.

For our next Partner Level Business Sponsor Showcase,
we want to show our sincere gratitude to

County Line Stone
Th an k you f or su ppor t in g com f or t car e in ou r com m u n it y!

Cou n t y Lin e St on e Co, In c.
4515 Cr it t en den Road
Ak r on , NY 14001
Ph on e: 716-542-5435

Con gr at u lat ion s to Jeaneen Watson for
being chosen by her peers as Gateway
Home's volunteer of the quarter for the
first quarter of 2021. She will receive a
gift card to Ferrandough's Pizzeria and a
Gateway Home shirt in recognition of her
service.
Thank you, Jeaneen!

Abou t Com f or t Car e Hom es
Through passionate grassroots efforts, community homes for dying people offer places of
warmth and loving care for people who can no longer remain in their own homes during the
last months of life.
End-of-life homes are known informally and collectively by many different names: Comfort Care
Homes, Homes for the Dying, and Social Model Hospice Homes. Varying in size, appearance,
and internal policies, and located in multiple states across the country, we share a common
foundation and philosophy.
Our homes reflect the spirit of the people and the culture of the communities that come
together to create and sustain us. Comfort Care Homes provide services without regard to race,
ethnic group, religion, age, national origin, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, disability,
military or veteran status or other criteria protected by federal, state or local law.

Gat ew ay Hom e
Con t act In f or m at ion

Com m u n it y-su ppor t ed h om es f or en d-of -lif e car e ar e:
·special places to live and be cared for during the last months of life
·advocates for the relief of suffering
·inclusive and open to all people
·fundamentally grassroots in nature
·raised by the community and proudly belong to the community
·independent and freestanding

Sue Herman
Office Manager

·non-profit organizations
·funded by community and family support
·not government-affiliated

Gat ew ay Hom e
Phone: 585-708-4331
Fax: 585-708-4333
91 Main Street
Attica, NY 14011
info@gatewayhomeattica.org

·staffed by volunteers who are considered ?extended family?
·in a collaborative working relationship with the resident?s certified
agency/hospice
·complementary to what already exists in the community
·not a hospital or nursing home; simply intended to create an
environment like ?home and family?

